









| Vou. VI.j 

















THE REFORMER. 








. Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
» seek in the broad places thereef, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 


"> judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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EDUCATED PRIESTS. 
Extracts from the Ninth Annual 


a Report of the American Education 


Society for training up young mea for 
the Priesthood. 
«‘ Nine years have now elapsed, du- 


ring which this Society, by its agents 


and addresses and reports, has been 


~ pleading its cause with the American 





















churches. The desolations of our coun- 
try have been carefully surveyed, the 
ratio of their increase has been accu- 
rately estimated, and the necessity of 
mighty and immediate effort has been 
demonstrated; and the results have 
been repeated and reiterated, till they 
have become more or less familiar to 
the mind of every intelligent Christian. 
The enterprise has been presented in 
all its various aspects, and by every 
mode of communication, to the man of 
wealth, and the man of influence, to 
the patrons of learning, and the friends 
of religion, to the high-minded patriot, 
and the humble Christian; [how simi- 
lar to the manner of the Jesuits;] and 
it would seem that the community, or 
at least that part of it from which all 
benevolent operation proceeds, and by 
which it is supported, is at length, in 
some degree awake to the importance 
of the object. 

“In the year 1815, when this So- 
ciety was organized, there were only 
four Theological Seminaries in the 
country: Since that period, nine others 
have been established, and two of the 
four which then existed, have been 
united; so that the whole number is 
now twelve. Of these, some have been 
generously endowed by benevolent in- 
dividuals, whom God has raised up for 
this purpose, [this is questionable, ex- 
cept as the Lord raised up Pharaoh, ] 
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and whose names the church will ever 
delight to honour. Others are still in 
infancy; and some in very poverty. *** 
Even the least and weakest of these 


[nstitutions swells to an importance 
not easily estimated. It is a seedling 
of the tree of life. [Rather of death. } 
Its roots shall strike downward, and 
its branches shall shoot upward, till at 
last its leaves shall be for the healing 
of the nations.”” What arrogance and 
impiety ! 

Speaking of the opposition they 
might have encountered, from ‘“ nu- 
merous and powerful sects,”’ (against 
the plan of training up young men for 
the priesthood ) in which case, say they, 
“our cause would have been well nigh 
desperate,”’ the Report thus proceeds: 
“For long and fearful would have 
been the struggle required, whether to 
eject such opposers from the territory 
[new settlements] they had won, or to 
make them co-workers in the efforts 
which they feared. But God has 
placed no such conflict before us. 
There is no denomination of Christians 
arrayed against the attainment of our 
purpose. The only controversy re- 
specting it would seem to be, which 
sect shall be foremost in its efforts.” 
So much more is the pity, as it shows 
they are all equally blind and corrupt 
respecting a true qualification for the 
ministry, and have lost the piety which 
once existed among them. 

In the next place, the Report speaks 
of “the 80,000 ministers who will be 
needed, seventy-five years hence, to 
supply the eighty millions of souls that 
will then occupy this country. The 
ministers,’ say they, ‘to be furnish. 
ed, must be trained up on the spot 





where they are needed, in the midst 
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of the people whose characters they / 
are to form, and whose affections they |, 


must secure. For this purpose,'a thou- 
sand halls of science, amd a hundred | 
schools of sacred learning, must be 
erected, in the various districts of that 
vast territory that will then be echoing 


with the tumult of population. And /| 


these institutions can be planted and 
fostered by a few well educated minis- 
ters.’’ 

That a few New England Priests 
should be able to leaven this whole 
country, with their schemes and their 
plans, to the extent they have already 
done, can never be sufficiently deplored. 
True and humble piety withers before 
them and their stratagems, wherever 
they meet with success, as the tender 
herbage dies beneath the midnight 
frost; and in the end, without greater 
care and watchfulness than is at pre- 
sent exercised, our civil rights and 
liberties must sink before their blast. 
This is no chimerical idea. The one 
who penis these lines is a native of New 
England, and is well acquainted with 
this order of men. And while their 
professed object is to free our country 
from barbarism, and guide us in the 
way to heaven, there is great danger 
that they will only pervert our under- 
standings, subvert the true religion of | 
Jesus Christ, and fasten on our necks a! 
yoke of bondage grievous to be borne. 
In making these remarks, the writer 
feels his responsibility to his Maker 
and to his country, and believes, in a 
matter of so great moment, to tempo- 
rize or use any disguise, would be a 
crime more to be avoided than the ill 
will or enmity of those whose interest- 
ed schemes may be exposed. 











EDUCATED PRIESTS~—AGAIN. 

In the same number of the Boston 
Recorder which contains a summary | 
of the Report of the American E duca- 
tion Society, are the following remarks: 

“* How much soever an eight or ten 
years’ course of study [for the minis- 
try, ] may be reprobated, there is one 




















obvious and important advantage at- 
tending it; it gives room for the clear 
development of character. A young 
man may appear well for one, two, or 


three years, while he has the ministry 


in view, merely as the means of secu- 
ring a livelihood, though his heart re- 
main wholly under the power of cor- 
ruption. But place before him ten 
years severe study, through which he 
must pass ere he gain his object, and 
he will probably either abandon the 
object at once, or pursue it with a hesi- 
tation and heartlessness that will evince 
to himself and others his unfitness for 
the ministry. Further—the course of 
studies in our Theological Seminaries 
is admirably fitted to try the piety of 
youth, and to prepare them to meet 
with confidence and success the nu- 
merous assailants of evangelical truth, 
in this age of abounding error.”’ 

To an objection made to Education 
Societies, ** that learned ministers can- 
not live as cheap as unlearned ones; 
that it costs more to support them— 
and that the burdens they lay upon 
their congregations are so heavy that 
they cannot be endured,” the Editor 
replies : 

“Ts it true then that educated min- 
isters eat more, or drink more, or wear 
more and better clothing, than unedu- 
cated ones? This will not probably 
be said. Do they not stay more at 
home, and live less on the tables of 
others? [There are but few sufficient- 
ly honourable for them to visit, or able 
perhaps to furnish a table to their 
taste. } Do they not study more, and 
thus consume the time in preparing 
beaten oil for the sanctuary, which 
others consume on their farms or at 
their trades? fas St. Paul did at tent 
making. ] Do they not increase their 
libraries, and thus obtain the assistance 
of the dead as well as the living in fur- 
nishing themselves for their arduous 
duties? These are the chief sources 
of the increased expense of ministers 
who possess and prize a literary quali- 
fication. And is it any thing more 
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than an imaginary burden to a people, 
so to support them that they may give 
themselves wholly to their work? It 
is ignorant ministers, who, contented 
with an inadequate support from their 
people, are a real burden; for they 
must support themselves and their ta- 
milies by the labour of their Hanns, 
while their minds are not sufficiently 
productive, to insure them a support 
from the discharge of their appropriate 
duties. For ourselves, we have no 
doubt, that an ignorant minister who 
receives 100 or 200 dollars a year for 
his services, is a much more expensive 
one, than another who receives 500 or 
600. Of this, thousands have been 
convinced, who have made the experi- 
ment. ‘The cheapest things in the be- 
ginning, are not always the cheapest in 
the end.” 

How would the Apostles, in this 
day, be thrown in the back ground, 
agreeably to the above method of cal- 
culating, who were, with only one ex- 
ception, unlearned and uneducated, and 
who all preached without any salary. 


MISSIONARIES AT THE CHOCTAW 
NATION. 

If any thing further should be want- 
ing, to convince the public of the ava- 
ricious nature of our modern mission- 
aries, it is furnished by the following 
communications from the Choctaw Na- 
tion. The first is sent us by a person 
who gives his own name as a pledge 
for the accuracy of his statements—the 
latter is from a Choctaw boy, who ap- 
pears to be well informed respecting 
the proceedings of the Missionaries 
among his nation. 

For the Reformer. 


Choctaw Nation, Oct. 12, 1824. 

The following is a bill of provisions 
furnished by Mr. Lewis Leflore to one 
of the missionaries, for the support of 
his children while at school; and also 
the amount of provisions charged by 
the missionary. 

“At your request, I send you the 
amount of provisions which you have | 


furnished since the school commenced, 
as follows: 


« Beef, 3834 lbs. Pork, 1471, Cof- 
fee, 75, Sugar, 121, Salt, 4 bush. 4 gts. 
Corn, 644 do. Potatoes, 414 do. 

“ Amount of 2 years—fir st year 3f 
scholars, the last year 3. 

“ Beef, 2405 Ibs. Pork, 1105, Cof. 
fee, 65, Sugar, 130, Salt, 64 bushels, 
Corn, $44 do. Potatoes, 39 do. 

“This makes it, Sir, that I owe you 
of beef, 429 lbs.* pork, 366, Coffee, 
10, potatoes, 24 bush. and you owe me 
of sugar, 9lbs_ salt, 2 bush. 12 qts. 
corn, 20 bushels. 

“This, Sir, is for two years board- 
ing last Nov. 5—-Say $4 scholars the 
first year, and 3 the last. When I see 
you I can explain it if it is necessary. 
I wish you would come down if you 
can make it convenient—I am very 
busy now or I would. have come and 
seen you. Perhaps, Mr. Leflore, we 
should understand each other if we 
could speak in a friendly manner, face 
to face. Iam indeed your friend. 

‘© S$. S. Williams. 

“ Mr. Lewis Leflore.” + 


When this school commenced, all 
that was asked was provisions for the 
scholars. Mr. Leflore lived within five 
miles of the school, and his children 
went home every Friday evening. Mr. 
Leflore likewise furnished a good ser- 
vant to cook for the establishment 
gratis. If the children had been treat- 
ed well, it would have been some bet- 
'ter—but instead of letting them have 
the coffee to drink, they have been fed 
on rye coffee and pea coffee, and the 
other provisions scarce and bad. They 





* In the article of beef there appears to 
be an error of 1000 Ibs. committed proba- 
bly in subtracting.—[ £d. 

Mr. Leflore, we presume, belongs to 
the Choctaw Nation; and it appears he 
has furnished a pretty liberal stock of 
provisions for the support of his children. 
From the concluding par: iwraph in the 
etter of the missionary, it would seem 
that Mr. Leflore was not altogether satis- 
ified with some of the transactions between 








ithem.—[{ Ld. 
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sold the coffee that the children ought 
to have drank; and the impositions 
that are put on some of the children 
at their schools, are worse than I have 
ever heard imposed on scholars. They 
are treated more like servants than stu- 
dents. Several girls have been driven 
from the school for refusing to be im- 
posed upon. These are not exaggerated 
accounts.* 

N. B. The missionaries came here 
for the fleece, and they are not idle in 
gathering. God help the nation if they 
continue here long. Nothing less than 
the whole will satisfy them. 


For the Reformer. 


Mr. Editor,—Seeing a statement in 
one of your numbers, not long since, 
with respect to Mr. Evarts’ salary of 
2000 dollars a year, I confess that I 
was truly astonished, when I remember 
that but a few months ago, the same 
gentleman passed through the Choc- 
taw Nation, and found great fault with 
his friends for giving a young native 
250 dollars a year, who served them as 
an interpreter. This sum was all he 
got to support himself and family; and| 
will Mr. Evarts grasp the sum of 2000 
dollars, after making such ado about 
250? But it is money makes the mare 








go—and if appearances are any thing, 
money is their object. The statement 
of a few facts will prove this to every | 
candid mind,—and these facts I will 
give. 

When our yankey missionaries first 
come to our nation, they told us that 
they loved red people’s souls, and all 
they wanted was just permission, and 
they would clothe, feed, and school 
our children for nothing! Well, we 
thought this a good thing, and that 


— 








* Though authorized we forbear to give 
the name in this place—not wishing to ex- 
pose the writer to the vengeance of the 
missionaries and their partisans. Refer-| 


ence can be had to Mr. Williams and Mr. 
Leflore, should any one question the state- 
ments; neither of whom can be supposed 
to have had any agency in bringing their 
Names beture the public.—[Zd. 
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the spirit had moved the hearts of our 
fathers, the white people, to come and 
do us poor starved and naked savages 
good—but we soon found to our sor- 
row that it was our property and mo- 
ney they loved, and not the souls of red 
men, as their conduct will prove. 

As soon as they got themselves es- 
tablished, the first object of importance 
was, they had an eye to our cattle. 
They raised a few native friends by 
some means, and sent them out in the 
nation begging stock, and before the 
natives knew what they were about, 
they had a stock of at least 100 cows 
and calves!’ This they appeared to be 
well pleased with, and now they were 
going to do great things—and great 
things they did! Well, when we sold 
our land, our father the President pro- 
mised (among other good things, ) to 
give us so many thousand dollars a year 
for so many years—they soon had their 
eye upon our money: and by their 
craft, they made more friends to their 
cause, who blinded our chiefs, and got 
them to sign articles of an agreement, 
in which they bound themselves to give 
Mr. Kingsbury and his party 5000 do}- 
lars annually for 17 years!!!* which 
they have received for several years. 
But this is not all—our boys are kept 
hard at work farming, by which means, 
and the help of the stock, their mam- 
moth establishments are well nigh sup- 
ported; and what becomes of our 5000 
dollars? They occasionally keep a few 
hired men—a good part of their wa- 
ges is paid out of domestic, and other 
goods that are sent on, it is said, to 
clothe our children; a strict account is 
kept, and government has hitherto paid 
a large portion of all their expense; and 
they will not deny, in this country, 
that their charges [for the support ot 
the children, we presume,] have been 
enormous—so where goes our 5000 
dollars? We are told that many be- 





*The sum was 5000 dollars for one 
year, and 6000 dollars a year for 16 years; 








making in the whole 101,000 dollars. Sce 
dicformer, Vol. 4, page 268.—[Ld. 
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nevolent families in the north are em- 
ployed in sending clothes for our chil- 
dren in the schools; these come as do- 
nations, but they are sold here at a 
high price, and the money pocketed. 
We thank our kind friends in the north, 
but their charity costs us dear at last. 
Many of our children that are furnish- 
ed with clothes while at the schools, 
on going to see their parents are strip- 
ped of their clothes and sent home na- 
ked!! But you are ready to inquire, 
What good are they doing? Well, I 
am as ready to reply, It is very little. 
They have been several years (as the 
public very well know) making a great 
noise about their work in our nation; 
they have had our smartest young men, 
and they have not given us one that is 
capable of doing business in our coun- 
cils) We wish our children educated, 
but if there is not some better plan, it 
never will be; we have deprived our- 
selves of our annuity, and we have left 
ourselves destitute of means; our na- 
tion is poor, and poor we shall be at 
this rate. 

By reading the Reformer I have al- 
most been led to conclude that you 
was opposed to civilization, and to the 
gospel being preached to poor Indians, 
(and this is the construction that some | 
put upon it) but at other times | think | 





that it is your desire that all may re- 
ceive the gospel, and its pure spiritual, 
influence. I should like to see you! 
clear up this point, and convince ‘the | 
people that it is not the gospel you: 
oppose, but the practice that is too’ 
prevalent in the world of making mer-' 
chandise of the gospel.* 





* To convince all candid persons that! 
we are not opposed to civilization and to 
the true gospel being preached to all, 
people, we need only refer them to our, 
pages. ‘There is nothing we more sin-| 
cerely desire, than that all men, and all| 
nations, may be truly civilized and chris-_| 
tianized; but from this very communica | 
tion, and innumerable other testimonies, 
we are convinced that a different kind of 
men, and other means besides such as are 
now in operation, must be employed to 





| 


If- you think fit, you are at liberty 
to publish this, with a full assurance 
that every point can be well authenti- 
cated—and half is not yet told. 

Permit me to give you, in a few 
words, a small view of the situation of 
our nation: we have upwards of 20,000 
inhabitants—we are very poor—our fa- 
milies suffer very much from cold, hun- 
ger, and nakedness—we are human be- 
ings—we have got souls as well as 
white men, and we are dependent on 
our fathers, the white people, to send 
us the gospel—and we are told that 
grace and the gospel is free, and we 
cannot tell how a man can stand up 
and tell us that it is free, and yet de- 
mand such great sums of money for it: 
this has made some of us believe that 
the gospel is a yankey trick, in order 
to make money off of us; but some of 
us can read the Bible a little, and find 
that it is good, and its precepts are 
profitable to men; and that it is a trick 
of designing men to make wealth by 
the gospel. S. 5S. 

N. B. You are at liberty to make 
what corrections you please.* I know 





accomplish this important purpose. If 
some few good men do go among the 
natives of this country, and begin a good 
work, wolves in sheep’s clothing, and 
seeking for gain, soon enter in among 
them and destroy all the effects of their 
labour, and in the end render the natives 
more corrupt, or more inimical to chris 
tianity, than they were before they ev: 
‘heard the name of a missionary, or h: Me 
seen the face of a white man. This might 
be confirmed by a multitude of examples 
unnecessary here to cite. None but men 
of the greatest integrity and uprightness, 
should ever go among the aborigines of 
this country; and then, much benefit 
might result from their endeavours to do 
them good.—{[ Ed. 


* We have preferred inserting the com- 
munication as it was received, not dcem- 
ing it necessary even to correct the gram- 
matical errors. The contents speak for 
themselves, and no comments are needed 
to give them force. We should be willing 
to hear from the missionary party if they 

can justify their proceedings, or show any 





inaccuracy in the statements. —[Lid 
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the language is imperfect, though the 
statements are true—and you will par- 


don a Choctaw boy. S. S. 





‘or the Reformer. 

Reflections on the inconsistency, hypo- 
cricy, &c. of the Long Island Bible 
Society. 

In exploring the United States for 
money to prepare the inhabitants for 
the reception of ecclesiastical despot- 
ism, particular regard has been had to 
Long Island; and notwithstanding its 
natural fertility, the noxious exhausting 
moss of priestcraft has covered the face 
thereof—and the people, puffed with 
pride, are calmly settling down under 
the benighted influence of delusion and 
error. It is owing to neglect, to ig- 
norance and superstitious credulity, 

staple commodities in the abominable 

traffic of fraud,) that we have thus, 
lamentably, become a prey to hungry 
harpies. Our mercenary and insatiable 
teachers, like the intrusive frogs of 

Egypt, aspire beyond their proper ele- 

ment—assail our rightful possessions 

by fraud or force—get into our cellars, 
our pantries,—and even our smoke 
houses are laid under contribution! In 

a word, they arrest the necessaries of 

life in their passage to the mouths of 

the poor, the widowed and the father- 
less! And be it known that they lead 
silly women into captivity by flattering 
their vanity, whereby they have ready 
access to the pockets of the men. To 
be sure, we are informed that the frogs 
in Pharaoh’s time frequented beds, 
kneeding-troughs, &c.; but we do not 
learn that they ever crept, directly or 
indirectly, into the pockets of the peo- 
ple, as do those of the present day, 

enerated in the corrupt rivers, ponds 
and puddles of human contrivance— 
and fraudulently palm themselves on 
the weakness of human nature. In- 
dulgent heaven, when will the cries of 
an entreating Moses tend to deliver us 
from the depredations of these croak- 
ing interlopers, “that they may remain 
iu the rivers only.”? 





_———— - 
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It was not enough to be inundated 
with different species of imposition, 
but we must sustain a beggarly and 
impoverishing attack from the Bible 
Society. And that none should miss 
the glorious opportunity of securing 
favour with a rewarding heaven by a 
plenteous bestowment of money to re- 
plenish “the great treasury of christian 
benevolence,” (conveniently so called) 
Long Island has been divided, sub- 
divided, and so artfully managed and 
ransacked, by an extraordinary union 
of discordant views, as to draw hun- 
dreds of dollars, even from the small 
circle of my acquaintance, including 
rich and poor, old and young, male 
and female, saint and sinner, a// barmo- 
niously engaged ‘*in this mighty march of 
charity”!! But many having discover- 
ed the trick, came out from among 
them, and offered up their instalments, 
or membership, a willing sacrifice on 
the tottering altar of popular fraud. 
Yet of all the monsters in religious 
form, deliver me from those who pre- 
tendedly espouse the Christian cause 
merely for the sake of popularity; be- 
cause one candid upright man is of 
more value to society than all the 
theoretical blundering professors, or 
scheming hypocrites, that ever dis- 
graced the human character. And 
marvellous as it may appear, the main 
object of this highly professing society 
was not principle, but money! money! 
the very root of evil—and no matter 
from whom or how—for any person, 
without regard to character, could, for 
the paltry consideration of 10 dollars,* 
purchase an inviolable right to mem- 
bership for life!! An union of good 
and bad, worthy and unworthy men to 
promote christianity, is a most ludi- 
crous absurdity, evidently bottomed on 
delusion, and favours the idea of a house 
divided against itself! Nevertheless, 
their professed object comes under the 
cloak of charity, love and union. Now, 
I trust, we all know that modern char- 


——. 





* See Constitution of Long Island Bible 
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ity, in its general application, like the 
circumference of a circle, ends where it 
began—the moving radius unites the 
circumscribing line of popularity and 
engrosses all its properties as subject 
to one common centre,—and that is 
SELFISHNESS; the well-known pre- 
dominant feature in the human char- 
acter; it is the basis of that insatiable 
thirst after gain, the source of iniquity 
and sin. And it is owing to the as- 
cendency that it has over the mind that 
the impulse of conscience is not obey- 
ed, and that persecution, cruelty and 
oppression have overspread the world 
and stained the earth with blood. 
Therefore, since selfishness, under the 
popular garb of charity, may occasion- 
ally become the implement of hypo- 
crisy, it is a rational deduction, found- | 
ed on the barefaced inconsistency of 
this heterogeneous union, that the lead- 
ing characters of the Bible Society are 
fraught with some hidden selfish mo- 
tive, pregnant with tyranny and op- 
pression—something like kingcraft or 
priestcraft, or an adulterous union of 
both, which will persecute and eventu- 
ally suppress the natural rights of man. 
Reason and justice necessarily banished 
that hard dealing monster, known by 
the name of “Church and State,’’ from 
this favoured land—and prudence for- 
bids us neither to invite nor suffer the 
hateful exile to return. 

The establishment of universal love 
and union, would be a source of un- 
speakable exultation. The harsh sound- 
ing names of avarice and oppression 
would become exunct. Jealousy and 
hatred would sink into oblivion. Per- 
secution and retaliation, the opposites 
of love, would be expelled the world; 
and consequently good will, peace and 
happiness would have an uninterrupted 
abode in society. But the completion 


of this is far beyond the utmost stretch 
of human means alone; nor will it ever 
be brought to pass until mankind be- 
gin at the right end, in the right time, 
and act consistently, so that Almighty 





mercy, may condescend to aid in ex- 
tirpating those overruling sources of 
moral depravity that now exist, and 
establish that genuine charity, the mo- 
ving cause of which is love. Then the 
true principles of “Christianity may be 
diffused with success. Then the lion 
and the lamb may lie down together in 
peace. ‘I‘hen mankind will be quali- 
fied to close the widened doors of per- 
secution and retaliation—to bury in ob- 
livion all dissenting animosities and sec- 
tarian prejudices—to subjugate those 
evil passions that torment the mind— 
sincerely interchange the hand of friend- 
ship, and no longer harass each other 
with those visionary ideas of reconcilia- 
tion that appear under the hypocritical 
mask of love and union. 

But when we behold professors un- 
der the Christian name, whether from 
motives of selfishness or false honour, 
engaged in the * mighty march of cha- 
rity,”’ * professing universal love and 
union, pesecuting even their neighbors 
at the same time, to the extent of pow- 
er, and exultingly issuing warrants of 
oppression against those who humbly 
follow the peaceful injunctions of Jesus 
Christ, it does not contirm the idea 
that “the Lord is doing something in 
the earth.”? Nor “ would it be reason- 
ing against the evidence of all proba- 
bility,’ to suppose that they have not 
impartially studied the rights of man, 
understood the constitution, or con- 
scientiously applied the moral law. 
What a glaring example of inconsis- 
tency and moral depravity. Nothing 
like an approximation to frue charity, 
the criterion of love; but rather the 
production of ill will, or the vehicle of 
intolerance. Can Christians, in this free 
country, receive and digest such un- 
natural and nauseous food without en- 
gendering disease, the harbinger of 
death, the downfall of liberty? Not- 
withstanding, I leave the reader to 
judge of these “ brilliant examples” of 
“harmony and love among Christians 





* See first Report of Long Island Bible 





God, in his unlimited goodness and) 





Society. 
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of different denominations ;’” and whe- 
ther or not “the times are fraught 
with astonishing events ;”’ such, I mean, 
as will do an “ honour to the state of 
religion in our country ;”’ for this they 
tell us is the case. CALOMEL. 


Long Island, N. Y. 


[From the Pilot, printed at New Haven.] 
700,000 MINISTERS!!! 


¢¢ Men would be angels; angels would be 
Gods. 


Aspiring to be Gods, if angels fell, 
Aspiring to be angels, men rebel.” Pope. 

Some years ago a few men, more no- 
ticeable for talents and fair worldly 
characters than for their piety, under- 
took the formation of the AMERICAN 
Bisxe Society, which is the only one 
to be considered at present. The avow- 
ed object was to circulate the Bible 
without note or comment, through the! 
United States, and if supported by| 
means, to send it to other countries, | 
whether Christian, Mahometan, or Pa- 
gan. 

The new Church, to be formed, was 
not “built upon the foundation of the, 
apostles and prenetss Jesus Christ be- 


ing the chief corner stone.’ 


makers, but rested on the nobles and 
grandees of our country, as may be 
seen by a list of its officers. 


It was! 
not dependant on fishermen and tent-| 


If to each of the above men had 
been applied the gospel test, ‘¢ Go sell 
all that thou hast and give to the poor, 
and thou shalt have treasures in hea- 
ven, and come follow me,” every man 
of them would have gone away sorrow- 
ful, ‘for they have great possessions.’’ 

But funds would be necessary for 
their intended operations, and they 
provided (articles 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the 
constitution) that each subscriber of 3 
dollars annually shall be a member! 
that each subscriber of 30 dollars, at 
one time, shall be a member for life ! 
that each subscriber of 15 dollars an- 
nually, shall be a director! and each 
subscriber of 150 dollars, a director for 
life!! What would the primative 
Church have thought of such a mer- 
cenary scheme for the advancement of a 
spiritual church ? 

The next source of revenue was to 
be from auxiliary societies, to be or- 
ganized throughout the country, as 
tributaries; their main business being 
to collect monies in small sums. 

The last source of revenue was to 
be from agents employed and paid to 
scour the country, and to collect the 
gleanings. 

In the 85th page of the 7th report 
we read as follows: “'Twenty Sunday 
school scholars have become free con- 








President, Hon. John Jay, of New 
York, formerly Governor of said State, 
and Chief Justice of the United States. 

Vice-President, Hon. Bushrod Wash- 


ington, Justice of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 


tributors of a penny a week. We have 
met with some aged persons, who, 
though poor and depending on their 
own exertions for a livelihood, gladly 
cast in their mite. An aged female re- 


| fused to subscribe, alleging her total 





Hon. Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, 
of South Carolina. 
Connecticut. Gov. Worthington, of 
Ohio. Hon. Wm. Tilghman, Chief | 
Justice of Pennsylvania. Hon Smith’ 
Thompson, Socretary of the Navy. | 
His Excellency, Daniel D. Tompkins, 
Vice-President. Hon. John Quincy! 
Adams, Secretary of State. Hon.| 
Wm. Phillips, of Boston. Gov Mor-’ 
rill, of New Hampshire,—and several 
others of high rank and great wealth. 


Gov. Smith, of! 


inability; but when we stated the very 
small sum we were willing to receive, 
she seemed grateful for an opportuni- 
ty of testifying her willingness to do 
something for the cause of her Re- 
deemer,”? &c. 

By the same report, page 20, we 
find the whole number of auxiliar 
Bible societies to be 360: each of them 


probably more destructive to the pro- 


duce of the earth and of its inhabit- 
,ants, than were the locusts of Egypt 
ito the green corn; and we are especial- 
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ly sorry, that more than 2200 dollars 
have been remitted from this country 
to aid the delusion. We call it a delu- 
sion, not merely because the leaders of 
this society do not rely on their own 
means, but because in the 44th page 
of the above report, we find that the 
treasurer of the society, after paying 
to the agent, and other ships cousins, 
6,406 dollars, and after paying more 
than 22,000 dollars of hard earned 
money for a Bible palace in New York, 
has loaned 13,100 dollars to be here- 
after repaid. 

Here we have a right to pause and 
inquire, whether rich men have a right 
to arrest monies, collected at a penny 
per week from the poor boys of a cha- 
rity school, and the widows’ mites, and 
to employ them in the erection of a 
grand depository, while, according to 
Dr. Griffin, seven hundred millions of 
the human race are perishing for lack 
of this very Bible, and when 700,000 
ministers are wanted to explain it. A 
wiser than the doctor aforesaid, de- 
clared, “that the way-faring man 
should not err therein.’’ 

“Men would be angels;—angels 
would be Gods.’? This is the mis- 
fortune of our world. Peter the Her- 
mit, thought himself to be almost an 
angel, when he originated the distress- 
ing Croisades of the 12th century, and 
he actually marched with 300,000 men 
to take possession of the Holy City. 
He took no provisions, but taught his 
followers that they must depend on su- 
pernatural assistance. Failing of this, 
they began to plunder, and the inhabit- 
ants slaughtered them. History in- 
forms us, that “the more disciplined 
armies followed after, and being mus- 
tered in the plains of Asia, amounted 
to 700,000 men!’’~— exactly the num- 

ber of Dr. Griffin’s ministers! 

Nearly all the crowned heads in Eu- 
rope were, at one time or another, en- 
gaged in these wild schemes; yet they 
all learned wisdom by misfortune, as 
these great holy societies will in due 


fatal check, their advocates were defy- 
ing all earth and the elements to op- 
pose them, if they dare, and declaring 
that “ the gates of hell could not pre- 
vail against them.”” But all the Croi- 
sades were humbled and set at nought, 
as will certainly be the Bible Society, 
the Education Society, and the Mis- 
sionary Society, and all their auxiliaries. 
Not because a short article, in a small 
newspaper or pamphlet, here or there, 
is published against them, but because 
the ricH men and proup men of the 
world will never persevere in circulating 
the Bible, while it contains the Sermon 
on the mount, and the 23d chapter of 
Matthew. 

The reading of the Bible is doubt- 
less of great importance, and infinitely 
better than the reading of tracts and 
magazines. If opulent men wish, for 
any cause, to promote Christian know- 
ledge in their neighbourhoods, let them 
circulate Bibles at their own cost. The 
poor and middling classes have nothing 
to spare for such an object; and it 1s 
‘unfortunate that a great society, how- 
lever respectable in the eyes of the 
'world, should be operating, through 
its 360 auxiliaries, and its numerous 
agents, to draw from the hard earnings 
;of the people from thirty-five to forty 
‘thousand dollars annually, to be ex- 
‘pended by its managers, most of whom 
are in a condition of life far above that 
of competence. 

What may be the effect of such an 
extended society on our electoral rights 
and political institutions, we may con- 
jecture, and the future historian will 
record. 

Since the establishment of these 
'great worldly societies, religion has 
‘appeared to suffer an entire revolution. 
| Formerly we learnt Christianity from 
‘the New Testament, and we estimated 
‘the religion of men by their fives. If 
they “denied ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, and lived soberly, righteously and 
godly in the present world,” we re- 
garded them as honestly “ looking for 























time. But before the Croisades met a 





that blessed hope and the glorious ap- 
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pearing of the Saviour;” but now the 


christian is discerned and estimated by 
the monies which he disburses for the 
education and exportation of 700,000. 
ministers. ‘The names of such money! 
saints, the martyrs of the New York 
Jerusalem, are registered in a book in 
regular columns, of over 150 dollars, 
of 150, 30, and $ dollars, denoting 
their rank in the church of rich men, 
proud men, and of leaders of hosts, of 
governors, senators and great states- 
men, who, after every high carnival, 
issue the speeches of their members, 
and some pompous accounts of ad- 
ditions to their number, and of their 
progress towards a millenial state. 
Some are in the charitable habit of 
saying, that perhaps God has put it in- 
to the hearts of the leaders of these so- 
cieties to carry on his work. If he had 
done this, he would perhaps have put it 
into their hearts to operate with their 
own monies, instead of drawing a pen- 
ny a week from poor boys at a Sunday 
school, and stripping poor widows of 
their remnants; but we are not left to 
grope in the dark for the course of di- 





vine wisdom on this subject. In the 
first chapter of Corinthians we read, 
that “not many wise men after the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many no- 
ble, are called: but God hath chosen 
the foolish things of the world to con- 
found the wise; and God hath chosen 
the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things which are mighty; 
and base things of the world, and 
things which are despised, hath God 
chosen, yea, and things which are not, 
to bring to nought things which are; 
that no flesh should glory in his pre- 
sence.”” 

Formerly, plain quarto Bibles, with- 
out note, comment, or apocrypha, were 
sold to families at two dollars, thirty- 
four cents each, and it was not uncom- 
mon for a father to furnish each of his 
children with such a Bible; but now a 
fashionable holy tamily must be supplied 
with costly Bibles, bound in calf, gilt, 





ettered and embellished with p-ints. 








Formerly, plain meeting-houses with 
good floor timbers and secure from the 
weather, were considered sufficient for 
humble sinners to convene and ‘ bow 
before the Lord, their Maker.’”’ But 
in these days, when Money is so all- 
important, the venerable old churches, 
built by our fathers at as much expense 
as they could have afforded, have been 
condemned as unsound, and demolish- 
ed. Ours have met this fate some years 
ago, and new ones have been erected 
at an expense very distressing to the 
most useful class of our people. Mil- 
ford, Wallingford, and other towns in 
our neighbourhocd are following suite. 
In these new temples, the pulpits, the 
orchestras, the gallery fronts, and the 
pews are finished in the first style, and 
in equal style is the dress of priest and 
people. ‘he chandeliers, the argand 
lamps, the organ, the church plate are 
all fitted for their places; and if any or 
all of these things tend to the increase 
of devotion and to the humiliation of 
men, they are of real service—bat it is 
doubted whether any individual believes 
that real religion has been advanced by 
these costly innovations. To us it ap- 
pears to be a part of the system, by 
which the prosperity of religion is esti- 
mated by the amount of monies devo- 
ted to its exterual appearance. 

We now come to a part of this sub- 
ject which must be managed with great 
delicacy, for we would not offend read- 
ers of any class. After what has been 
said, we are constrained to add, that 
under the auspices of these great so- 
cieties there has been a greater decline 
of religion among us than there has 
been of advance among the heathen. 
We have an abundance of professions 
and professors, but few practitioners in 
real piety. This has disappeared and 
gone out of use, much as specie has 
disappeared and gone out of use by the 
multiplication of banks. These great 
religious societies (so called) have giv- 
en such importance to professions, to 
showy exhibitions of charity and of 


‘other christian graces, that the real 
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_~ silver and gold of the gospel are out of 
_~ sight, and men are in the habit of pay- 
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ing more respect to the presidents, 
vice-presidents, managers, directors for 


society, than they are to those humble 
disciples, poor in purse and poor in 
spirit, who, with faithful hearts and 
new obedience, are groping their way 
through this dark and sinful world to 
their everlasting home. 





Extracts, &c. for the Reformer. 

** Williams’ College has recently con- 
ferred the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Divinity [D. D.}] upon the Rev. Nathan 
S. S. Beman, pastor of the Presbyterian 





church in Troy, N. ¥. Mr. Beman has 
declined the honour intended, upon the) 
ground that the ne Seger angen “oy 
contrary to the principles of the gospel, | 
and casei cect to in Christ's ing 
hibition of the use of the term Rabbi.” 
The Telescope of Nov. 15, contains 
his reasons in full. ‘The piece is too 
long and not sufficiently interesting | 
for your work. His refusal has some- 





thing of novelty, and no doubt will be 
deemed a double offence to the clergy 
of all denominations, who will proba- 
bly unite to oust him from his present 
‘snug situation.”” We do not expect 
that ‘*the kingdom of the beast,’’ or 
antichrist, is going to be destroyed in 
this way. It is not the lopping off a 
few twigs, or a branch or two of a tree 
that will kill it. ‘The axe must be ap- 
plied to the root. 

“ The love of money—the root of ail evil.’ 


A great military officer once said, 
‘« money is the sinews of war,’’—and so 
it is of the popular religions of the 
day—take away the funds of colleges 
and the salaries of the clergy, and both 
will soon disappear. 

It is the prospect of a good fat /iv- 
ing, that draws so many aspiring young 


mea from the plough, the workshop, | 


and other honest callings in lifte—no 
wonder then that so many of them 
have exposed themselves and their pa- 
trons to shame and disgrace by their 


after conduct. 


—_——— 





Among the reasons given by a cer- 
tain D. D. (now in a southern State) 
for leaving his congregation and ac- 
cepting a call to another, was, that 
“his old sermons would be new to his 
new flock.” N. B. The new call in- 
cluded a few hundreds of dollars more 
than the first. 
An elderly person told a friend of 
mine, that she had gone to hear a cer- 
tain Doctor preach, whose sermon and 
text appeared to be familiar to her, and 
that, on getting home she was minded 
to see the Comment of Dr. Haweis on 
the subject—she there found the whole 
verbatim. This preaching of old ser- 
mons is not a new or uncommon thing. 
I was told of a young clergyman 
that having succeeded to the vulpit of 
his deceased father, he commenced 
reading his old sermons, until one day 
he unluckily read—* J have preached 
to you the same blessed doctrine these for- 
ty years’’—and here an end was put to 
his ministry, in that place —himself be- 
ing a little over twenty years of age. 
It is not to be doubted, but that many 
of the young students either copy the 
Professor’s, or their book sermons—or 
acquire their manner and style, and ia 
a great measure their very words A 
young preacher of this sort once un- 
dertook to preach before his quondam 
fellow students—they said that he had 
delivered one of the Principals sermons 
A volume might be filled with such re- 
lations, but enough has been said to 
convince the reader that the pure gos- 
pel cause can never be promoted by 
sending forth swarms of such persons 
from schools and colleges, to teach 
mankind to do justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with God. Fis i 
CLERICAL ARROGANCE. 

We have long viewed “ Dr.”’ Mason 
second to none, except Lyman Beech- 
er, in clerical arrogance and high as- 
| sumpuons. Under the head of * Pa- 
ROCHIAL Finance,” we have in the 


1 Boston Recorder a pretty correct spe- 
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icimen of his spirit and sentiments. We 
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can only present the reader with the 
following extract: 


«The ministry is little better than 
a starving profession. Not one man in 
twenty, were he compelled to live on 
the salary allowed him by his congre- 
gation, could escape from beggary and 
rags. [Is this truth?] When other 
pursuits invite by the promise of not 
only a maintenance, but of gain, and | 
even of opulence, it is idle, it is unrea- 
sonable, to hope that youth of talents, 
without fortune, whatever be their pie- 
ty, will serve the church of God at the 
expense of devoting themselves to in- 
fallible penury, and all the wretched- 
ness which belongs to it. Let us not 
hear of self-denial, spiritual-mindedness, 
and an indifference to worldly things, 
as characteristic of the true minister 
of Christ. Self-denial does not mean 
starving. ‘lhere is no heroism in pre- 
ferring tatters and a hovel to decent 
clothing and lodging, when they may 
be had. It is one of the most wicked 
forms of hypocrisy to plead for the cul- 











tivation of a minister’s heavenly-mind- 
edness, by way of an apology for cheat- 
ing him out of his bread. The sin of 
the neglect complained of, is not equal- 
ly gross in all; but in most, it is the 


that it shall not be an object for some. 
body. Fix your salaries at fifty dollars 
a year, and you shall not want candi. 
dates. But then they will be fifty. 
dollar-men.* All genius, all learning, 
all high character, all capacity for ex- 
tensive usefulness, will be swept away; 
and rudeness, ignorance, impudence, 
and vulgarity, will become the religious 
directors of the nation. ‘The man is 
blind who does not see matters fast 
hastening to this issue in the United 
States. The population of our coun- 
try is increasing with unexampled ra- 
pidity ; very incompetent means are 
used to furnish an efficient ministry ; 
and the people themselves are throw- 
ing the most fatal discouragement in 
the way. All denominations seem to 
be engaged in a practical conspiracy to 
starve Christianity out of the land.” 


If any person ought to be left to 
earn his bread by the sweat of his brow, 
we should say it was such a man as 
this “ Dr.’? Mason. A congregation 
that would employ such a character to 
preach for them, we should suppose 








fruit of downright covetousness. There | 
has been on this subject, an absurd | 
squcamishness in those whom the Lord 
has authorised to ‘live by the gospel.’ 
They have borne, and forborne; they 
have submitted to every species of sa- 
crifice rather than disoblige their peo- 
ple; and their only reward has been 
an accumulation of injuries and cold- 
blooded contempt. It is time for them 
to claim their due in a modest, but 
manly tone; and throw the fearful re- 
sponsibility of expelling an enlightened | 
ministry from the church, upon those 
who are able but not willing to sup- 
port it honourably. 


We say an ‘en- 
lightened’ ministry. 


For we have no' 
conception that niggardly provision will 
soon strip her of every thing in the 


shape of a minister. You cannot place 
‘ hy 





pecuniary recompence so low, as ' 








could not possess Common sense, 





GENERAL JACKSON AND THE 
PRESBYTERIANS. 

Some few years back, when General 
Jackson was in this city, he sent to a 
Presbyterian minister in this place, who 
then edited and published a periodical 
work, and subscribed to his paper, and 
also purchased from him a hymn book. 
This was before the General was 
thought of for the Presidency. Now, 
whether this circumstance gave him 
such a start in this State, as well as 
extended his popularity in other States, 
we shall not undertake to determine. 
The information of what he had done, 
was no doubt spread with rapidity 
among the Presbyterian clergy; and 
one of their number in this city, and a 
D. D. not long afterwards visited the 
General, and wrote some letters very 





* Will this pompous Priest condescend 


', to tell us how many dvllar-men the Apos- 
tles were? 
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* much in his favour. 
' tain, that some powerful wheels have 








One thing i is cer- 


been put in motion—and Presbyterian 
priests and editors are now sounding 
forth his excellencies and his piety, and 
are anticipating great results should he 
succeed to the presidential chair. The 
following is an extract of a letter from 
the pastor of the Presbyterian church 


at Nashville, to a friend in New York. 
**What do you New Yorkers think of 
the election’? How do the people talk of 
Gen. Jackson’? After several years inti- 
mate acquaintance with him, I can say 
that there are few men like him. Gener- 
ous, honourable, and liberal in all his feel- 
ings, he extends the hand of friendship to 
his fellow-creatures with a warm heart. If 
have frequently spent a considerable time 
at his house; and in private he is even 
more interesting than in his public char- 
acter. Combined with his many excellen- 
cies of mind and heart, he cherishes a pro- 
found respect for religion. It would grati- 
fy you to see the solemnity of his conduct 
in the house of God: indeed, I think he is 
not far from the kingdom of heaven. He, 
in connexion with some of his neighbours, 
have built a Presbyterian church; and in- 
deed he seems to take as much interest 
in it as any person belonging to the com- 
munion. His wife is a member of my 
church. In connexion with all the good 
qualities of Gen. Jackson, he is emphati- 
cally the preacher’s friend. Calumny 
would represent him as irreligious, mo- 
rose, dictatorial, and an excellent coun- 
terpart of Suwaroff. But nothing is more 
false, nothing more cruel than to tarnish 
his reputation with such foul charges. 
One reason why I wish to see him Presi- 
dent is, because he will come out more 
decidedly in favour of religion than any 
other of the candidates. His heart is with || 
the church, and it will not astonish me to 
see his name enrolied among the mem- 
bers.” 
‘We are happy to find,’”’ says the 
Boston Recorder of Nov. 27, from a 
letter inserted in the Commercial Ad- 
vertiser of Tuesday last, that there is 
reason to believe that Gen. Jackson, 
within a few years, has become a truly 
pious man. The letter was written in 
the summer of 1823, by a clergyman 
who was then travelling in Tennessee, 


and remained for some time at his 


‘It is the opinion of a friend of mine, 
that the General will ere long attach him- 
self to the Presbyterian church in Nash- 
ville, by a public profession. I trust the 
day is not far distant when he will prove 
to the world, that he is and will be a good 
soldier of the Cross.’ ” 


The Editor of the New York Com- 
mercial Advertiser states, that the pas- 
tor of the church at Nashville was re- 
cently in that city, and that he stated 
while there, “that Mrs. Jackson was 
a member and bright ornament of his 
church, and that the General stood 
propounded for membership, having 
become, in the opinion of the clergy- 
man, a truly pious man.’’ 

From the American Eagle of Nov. 29. 

Mr. Stone, Editor of the Commer- 
cial Advertiser, has met, it seems, with 
a sudden change in favour of General 
Jackson. And he now publishes a long 
letter from a clergyman, showing that 
General Jackson is almost a member of 
‘our church,”’’ is “a friend to the cler- 
gy,” &c. In another part of the let- 
ter it Says, 

*‘Itis the prayer of many pious souls, 
that the Hero of New Orleans become a 


faithful and DAUN TLESS SOLDIER for the 
crucified one 





The letter closes in these portentiou: 
'words, avd portentious stars; and then 
‘the words, in part, of Julius Cesar— 

| ‘““We are on the eve of eventful times: 
iand | believe that the Church and State 


‘are surrounded with perils on every hand 
le * * * * * + * ae ae 


|] have no more on this subject, and con. 
| clude, in part, with the langu: age of Cesar: 
‘* Veni, vidi, et victus sum.’ 

Here you see the open and bold 
‘allusion to the un1on of CHURCH 
land STA TE, the very moment that 
in their opinion, any prospect may 
dawn on their views. 

Is there a class of men on this earth, 
who have more of that ambition for 
which the angels were hurled out of 
heaven, than some of our Presbyterian 
clergy, and the editors of papers under 
their influence ? 

Give these men a few million of dol- 








house. The following is an extract 





ilars under their control, and they wil. 
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then tell you who shall, and who shall 


not, be President—who shall, and who} 


shall not, be governors of States—and_| 
their Church and State will not then be 
“surrounded with perils and danger.”’ 


{From the (.N. Y.) Gospel Inquirer. } 


Church and State-—An article has been. 
published in several periodical works, | 
which states that J. V. N. Yates, Secretary 
of this State, and Superintendant of our 
Common Schools, has directed in a circu- 
Jar, that ** Religious Tracts” be furnished 
the Commissioners of Common Schools, 
in order to have the children of this State 
taught the doctrines of orthodoxy. 

We feel confident that the government 
of this State will not sanction this pro- 





ceeding of Mr. Secretary Yates. The State || 


of New York has used great precaution 
and care in order to abridge the power 
of the clergy, and prevent their obtaining 
undue influence in the administration of 
civil affairs. By an article of the consti- 
tution the clergy are disqualified from 
holding any office of honour, emolument, 
or trust. In this the framers of the con- 
stitution were sincere. The people ap- 
proved this article when they adopted 
the constitution—and they, we are confi- 
dent, will not throw, in great profusion, 
the ‘loaves and fishes” to those officers 


by which tyranny might enter, are care. 
fully and securely guarded? I fear, in- 
deed, that many are mistaken on this sub- 
ject. Our political heats expose us to dan- 
gerous alienations from each other,” &e, 
“ Another subject of apprehension, how- 
ever, and one which, I am free to declare, 
gives me more alarm for the permanent 
liberties of my country, is discovered in 
the almost unlimited influence of the 
clerical order among us. And still more 
alarming is the disposition, too often dis- 
played by them, of carrying that influence 
to cruel extremes. A recent instance | 
will take the liberty of mentioning. A 
clergyman, in an adjoining county, and a 
member too, of our consistory, having un- 
derstood that a female belonging to his 
congregation, had went to a meeting of 
‘some other sect of christians, Methodist 
meeting, L believe, after a severe rebuke, 
told her, ‘ Madam, if I ever hear of your 
doing such an act again, J well excommu- 
nicute you.’ 1 will excommunicate you! 
What a spirit does this sentence evince? 
Where are we?—In the latitude of the 
Holy Inquisition surely! Is this the lan- 
guage of the Gospel of Peace? I have 
mentioned but ene instance of this species 
of tyranny—more are within the know- 
ledge of many of you. Let such mis- 

















who so far forget the duties of their sta- 
tion as to trample upon their institutions 
and disregard their wishes. 

While on this subject, we will further 
remark, that it ts of the first importance, 
and indispensably necessary, for the peo- 
ple to watch with suspicion every move- 
ment of the clergy. Prevent an amalga- 
mation of Church and State. Discharge 
those public servants who evince a dispo- 
sition to aid the clergy in their attempts 
to regain the power which you in the ex- 
ercise of your wisdom have taken from 
them. Remember that the fair temple of 
liberty has been often demolished in other 
countries, by the unholy efforts of an as- 
piring and tyranical priesthood. Suffer 
not a single privilege to be wrested from 
you; for if you do, it will be next to im- 
possible to perpetuate the blessings of 
civil and religious freedom. 


guided and envious men be told that they 
are observed. Their true motives are 
penetrated by heaven and by men. Let 
‘the jealousy, the prudent jealousy of 
every friend to Truth, and to Man, be 
awakened on this subject. For be it 
known, that civil and religious liberty, in 
all countries and in all ages, go hand in 
hand—and that if one is impaired, the 
other languishes—if one is put down, the 
other must fall with it.” 

The following, under the head of *‘ Li- 
berality,”’ appeared a few weeks since in 
several of the daily papers of this city. 


**The Synod of Philadelphia some time 
since engaged to found a Professorship in 
the Theological Seminary at Princeton.— 
The sum requisite for this purpose is 
25,000 dollars. To make up this amount, 
contributions were made in this city to the 
amount of 13,000 dollars, most of which 








Extract from an Address delivered at thi 


last Anniversary of Independence, Hui- '' 


tingdon county, Pa. by Samuel Dixon. 


** While we congratulate ourselves on 


the perfection of our civil constitutions, & 
with grateful hearts, rejoice in the bless. |! 


| Was subscribed in the space of two weeks. 
| Nearly 5900 dollars were furnished in the 
Same time by contributors in Baltimore. 
itt is with great pleasure that we record 
‘some of the munificcnt donations to this 
laudable fund,—Solomon Allen, 3900 dol- 
lars; Silas EF. Weir, 2000; Alexander Hen- 





ings heaven has poured out almnongst us, 





| nine er : 
ity, 1600; Willam Brown, 1000; Robert 


are we quite certain that all the avenues ~ 
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Ralston, 1000. 


—_——— 


During the past month ajjthe metropolis, must be considered as 


Scholarship was endowed by Robert Gos- || of extraordinary value. 


man, Esq. of Dutchess county, New York, 


But every thing is eclipsed by Derry: 


by the donation of 2500 dollars. The same |; there we have 94,000 Irish acres appro- 
sum (as was lately mentioned, ) was be-| priated to my Lord the Bishop—tittle 


queathed for a similar purpose by Benja-' 
min Smith, Esq. of Elizabethtown, N. J.” 





[From the Southern Intelligencer. ] 
MISSIONARY BOXES. 





I got fifty or sixty Missionary Boxes, 
which I gave among my friends around | 


was a place on their mantle-piece. 
neither ate nor drank—would make no- 
noise—but thankfully receive even the; 
smallest offering. 
box was to be filled? 
question, I drew up a list of hints; and it) 
is surprising how much good they have 
already produced. On those who were | 
late at family prayer, or at meals, a forfeit | 
was imposed. Money suffered to lie about ! 
the house always became the property of; 
the box. Instances of untidiness were re- 
gularly visited with a fine. When trades- 
men decline the odd pence of a bill,which 
is often the case, the box becomes the re- 
ceiver general. If any squeamish feeling 
arises about receiving postage for a let- 
ter, &c. &c. the Missionary Box has no 
delicacy of the sort, and speedily ends 
the controversy. Our children, who ob- 
tain money by committing Scripture to 
memory, now and then contribute; and 
it is astonishing at the end of the year, to 
find what the box contains. 


I was asked how the} 
ry . ! 
To answer this'| 


{Such are the measures resorted to at 
the South as well as the North, to bring’! 


money into the missionary coffers. } 





[From a London paper, Sept. 30.) 


The returns to the House of Commons | 
of the quantity of land belonging to the 
Church of Ireland, is a document of fear- 
ful importance, and one which cannot fail 
we should think, to draw, at an early pe- 
riod of next session, the most serious no- 
tice of Parliament. 

The Primate, Lord J. Beresford, Arch- 
bishop of Armagh, has above 63,000 acres, 
of which more than 50,000 are arable.— 
His grace is a man in middle life, and of a 
healthy constitution. Suppose him to run 
his life against the leases let by his pre- 
decessor, he would have the power of 
ruining perhaps a hundred familics, and 
obtaining for himself a rack rent of not 





The See of Dublin has upwards of} 
20,000 acres. Much of this being near, 








short of 150,000 English acres! and should 


his Lordship, at the beginning of his in- 


cumbency, have thought fit to run his life 
against the tenants, he would now at the 
expiration of 20 years, possess a larger 
rent roll than any subject in the world.— 
Yet it was this very See which begged as- 


: ‘| sistance towards repairing its own cathe- 
me; and all that I requested for Rem] P J 
Phey | it threw Mr. Dawson on the occasion, has 


dral! but which, by the horror into which, 


|| produced, we suspect, this salutary expo- 
; sure of an evil which must be removed. 





| Extract from an account of Portugal, pub- 


lished in a late paper. 

** Portugal is 350 miles long, and 120 
broad; containing 2,588,470 inhabitants. 
In 1732, it contained about 500,000 ec- 
clesiastics, of both sexes—enough to ruin 
any country of its size, when we consider 
that they were in general tyranical, super- 
stitious, ignorant, and slothful; and sup- 
porting their religious creed by fire and 
faggot. The national characteristics are 
dishonesty, indolence, pride, treachery, 
revenge, and despotism—all which are in- 
creased and nourished by the vicious in- 
dolence of the Jesuits, Monks, and other 
devotees to the Papal superstition.” 





EXTRACTS. 

**Our happiness depends less on the 
incidents which may happen to us, than 
upon the temper and feelings which we 
constantly carry with us. A perfect in- 
difference to what is taking place around 
us, is stoicism, neither to be expected nor 
wished for. Still, it is true that every wise 
and every virtuous man has a happiness in 
some measure independent of any thing 
without himself—a happiness arising from 
disposition, from a proper state of thie 
feelings, affections, views, tastes, and 
habits.” 

‘* Misfortune often instructs us more ef.- 
fectually than any thing else. Affliction 
and adversity are the soil of virtue. They 
bring down our pride,to the dust; they 
make the heart tender; they cause us to 
remember our mortality and weakness, 
and to apply our thoughts to wisdom. 
They almost necessarily have the effect 
of pruning off our vices, and adding to 
the number and richness of our virtues. 
They are stern monitors—but not sterner 
than are needed to deter or recal! us from 
folly.*’ 





SS 
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“* Collations for Ecclesiastical Councils.’’ 


Under this head, the Boston Recorder 
of Dec. 18, has the following remarks: 


‘Is it not time that something were 
done by Associations of Ministers, Coun- | 
cils, &c. more effectually to put an end to| 
the pernicious custom of introducing wine, 
brundy, and spirits at their meetings’ It, 
is truly a miserale compliment to rational | 
men, and much more so to men of spirit-| 
ual conversation, to bring into their pre-| 
sence those very enemies to social order | 
against which they preach and pray from 
week to week, and by which the lives and | 
fortunes and souls of thousands are de- 
stroyed every year.” 











In this instance, at least, we think the 
Fditor of the Recorder has a zeal accord- 
ing to knowledge. For bodies of minis- 
ters, who have undertaken the conversion 
of the world, to be unable to conduct their 
affairs without partaking of the ‘stimula- 
ting draught, argues unfavourably with 
respect to the result of their labours. 





From a Charleston, (S. C.) paper of Dec. 6. 


** On Thursday last, according to notice 
given, was celebrated in the temporary 
Cathedral of the Roman Catholic Church, 
of this city, a solemn office of High Mass, 
for the repose of the Soul of his late Most 
Christian Majesty, Louis XVII.” 





The same service, for a similar purpose, 
has been performed in most of the Catho- 
lic churches in this country. 





Cotumnra.—General Santander, Vice- 
President of that Republic, has ordered 
that 10,900 dollars, belonging to funds of 
suppressed convents, be applied to Lan- 
castrian Schools and the provincial Col- 
lege, in Magdelena; and 9,000 dollars 
from similar funds for similar purposes, in 
the city of Valle-Dupar. [ Late asia 

A Tennessee paper, speaking of deser- 
tions in the American army, during the 
late war with the Creek nation, states,— 
** Nine of the troops, commanded by Col. 
Pipkin, at Fort Jackson, led by a clergy- 
man, mutinied, broke open the house con- 
taining the supplies, rolled out the pro- 
visions; and after furnishing themselves, 
burnt the buakehouse, and made their 
escape.” 


_ The Right Rev. Hobbs Scott [England] 
is appointed Arch-deacon in New South 
Wales, with a salary of about 9,000 dol- 
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“THE ONE WAY.” 

There is but one way in which a man 
can pass through this life with peace and 
comfort, and look forward without dismay 
to the life which is to come, and that way 
is simply this—to sincerely and constantly 
aim to do what is right. While this is the 
governing principle of all our actions, we 
need fear no event, nor be troubled at 
whatever may take place; for we can re- 
ceive no injury, but all things will work 
together for our good. 





At the last Old Bailey Sessions, (Lon- 
don,) 25 prisoners, the greater part of 
whom had not attained the age of twenty 
years, were sentenced to be executed. 





The Emperor of Austria, says a late pa- 
per, begins now to discover that his bro- 
thers of the Holy Alliance have done but 
very little in promoting the cause of le- 
gitimacy, by making use of the bayonet. 
He states that an ‘*unextinguishable fac- 
tion works, though in darkness, to over- 
throw all that is legitimate.” 


In commencing the 6th volume of the 
Reformer, we present the work to our 
subscribers in a new form. We have been 
induced to make this alteration in conse- 
quence of a misunderstanding respecting 
the amount of postage at some Post Of- 
fices, which will now be removed. As 
the work is now printed, the postage on 
each number, at a distance not over 100 
miles, is but 1 cent; and to the most dis- 
tant part of the Union, but 14 cent. Also, 
if sent to any Post Office in this State, 
whatever may be the distance, the post- 
age will be but one cent. In its present 
form the publication contains more mat- 
ter, and there will be an advantage to 
those who are in the habit of having their 
numbers bound—as two years can be con- 
veniently bound together. Some more 
care will be required to prevent the num- 
bers from being soiled—to stitch or cover 
themn would cause more postage. 


* .* “Watchman” has been received 
and will be inserted in our next. A dia- 


logue on Mr. Boardman’s sermon has also 
been received, 








The Reformer is printed on the first of each 
month, at one dollar a year. Letters to be ad- 
dressed and payment made, to T. R. GATES, 
Proprietor and principal Editor, No. 290, Nerth 
Third Street, Philadelphia. Numbers can be 
ismpplicd from the commencement of the work. 














